English 12B Course Syllabus – 2020-2021 
Class:  English 12B

Length of Course:  Trimester (66-minute periods, meets daily)

           *12th Grade Disposition/Focus

                       Leadership Qualities
          *12th Grade Essential Questions

· How do I know if I am developing the academic skills that I will need in my future?

· What rules or principles do I use for how I treat others?
· What responsibility do I have to society?
· How do I resolve my responsibilities to myself with those to my family members, my school, community, and world?
· How can I effectively articulate my opinions and perspectives?
· Who is in a position to help me effect change?
· What can I do to avoid repeating mistakes made in history?
· What leadership skills have I developed? 
· What leadership qualities will I need to take with me from high school?
· What qualities define a good world citizen?
· How can I create the world I want to live in?
· How can I use my talents to create new opportunities for myself and for others?
Unit 1 - William Shakespeare 
     Focus/Big Ideas

             Abuse of power

             Greed

             Conscious decisions 

             Corruption

     Anchor Text (Narrative)

              The Tragedy of Macbeth by William Shakespeare

     Linking Texts/Media
            National Endowment for the Arts Documentary - Why Shakespeare?  

           “The Seven Ages of Man” by William Shakespeare (poem)

           “The King’s Evil,” p. 505 (textbook)

            Macbeth – HBO Home Video (Thames Television Ltd.) 1978
       Writing Focus
            Parody of a scene from the play or an optional selected essay
Unit 2: Maintaining Balance and Integrity:  The 

                  Responsibility of the Individual

     Big Ideas:

           Vigilance

              Balance
           Integrity
             Moral/civil law
         Responsibility

             Civil disobedience   
         Protest

     Anchor Texts:

               Antigone by Sophocles (ancient Greek drama)

              “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King, Jr.

     Linking Text/Video:

              “Ballad of Birmingham” (poem)
              The Mighty Times Children’s March (video)
Unit 3:  Balance of Power:  Defining the 

                   American Dream 
              Focus/Big Ideas:

                        The American Dream

                        Balancing opportunities for all

                        Social mobility

              Themes:

                        Promise of America is not exclusive/upward mobility possible

                        Innovation

                        Integrity/character/great leaders can emerge

                        Values/Social action 

              Anchor Texts:  

                           The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

                 Linking Texts:

               Poems – 

                             “I Hear America Singing” by Walt Whitman

                             “Let America Be America Again” by Langston Hughes

                  Writing Focus:

                          Formal Movie Review   

Unit 4:  Presentation of Culminating Senior Project (?)
1) Event (Random Act of Kindness)
2) Oral/Multimedia Presentation 

3) Individual Portfolio (tying your event into literature/showing leadership)
 Additional Content to be Covered:

              Vocabulary Development

              Advanced Grammar Skills

              Punctuation Skills Review 
              Writing Strategy Techniques 
              Vocabulary Building

              Self-Evaluation/Group Evaluation

EVALUATION:

          Your grade in English will be determined by your performance on daily assignments, 

     quizzes, tests, papers, and your senior project.  

         Daily Assignments – Includes homework and minor assignments        80%
         Quizzes – Includes all short quizzes                                                       

         Major Assignments – Includes papers, unit tests, and senior                                                    

                                               culminating project (senior project is about

                                               18-20% of trimester grade)  
         Final Exam – Comprehensive from the trimester                                  20%


               






  100%

You will be expected to keep an organized notebook, taking effective notes when appropriate throughout the semester.  Active participation is expected.   The following grading scale will be used for letter grades:
93-100     A

90-92     A-

87-89     B+

83-86     B

80-82     B-

77-79     C+

73-76     C

70-72     C-

67-69     D+

63-66     D

60-62     D-

59-Below         E
