English 9B Course Syllabus (2020-2021)
Class:  English 9B
Length of Course:  Trimester (66-minute periods, meets daily)

Textbooks:  Elements of Literature, Third Course (Holt, Rinehart, Winston, Inc. 2007)

                        Elements of Writing, Third Course (Holt, Rinehart, Winston, Inc. 1998)

                        Other selected text from various sources

*9th Grade Disposition/Focus     

                     Inter-Relationships & Self-Reliance 
*9th Grade Essential Questions

· Who am I?
· How do my skills and talents help to define me?
· How do I relate to my family, my community, and society?
· How do I build networks of people to support me?
· How am I a reflection of my relationships?
· How do my relationships within and across groups affect others?
· What influence do class, religion, language, and culture have on my relationships and my decisions?
· What can I contribute as an individual?
· What is my responsibility to society?
· How do I see my beliefs reflected in government policies and by politicians? 
Unit 1 – Shakespearean Tragedy
          Big Ideas    

                     Responsibility, conflict resolution, choices, cultural and historical 

                          influences, call to action

           Primary Goals 

                     To understand how personal decisions affect others

                         To better understand how to solve conflicts

                         To identify those from history who have made decisions affecting

                               us all

                         To consider consequences for our decisions

                         To memorize famous quotes from the play

                         To understand the power of Shakespeare’s language

            Anchor Text

                     The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

         Linking Texts/Media

                     Movie of Romeo & Juliet (Zeffirelli version)

                         Selected poems and informational texts

                        “The Gettysburg Address” by Abraham Lincoln

         Writing Focus
                        Argumentative Essay (Who is to Blame for the Tragedy?)  
Unit 2 – Introduction to High School Research
         Big Ideas    

                        I-Search – 

                                 Story of My Search

                                 Results of My Search 

                                 Reflections on My Search

                                 MLA formatting       
          Primary Goals 

                          To learn the following skills in research:
· Taking notes/summarizing with note cards

· Creating suitable hook/thesis

· Preparing preliminary outline

· Drafting/revising 
· Using MLA style documentation

· Preparing final paper for publication
Unit 3 – Contemporary Realistic Fiction, Novel
         Big Ideas   

                          *Intregrity, truth, courage, relationships, responsibility, equality  

           Major Themes 

                          *Finding the truth through knowledge and experience; education is the

                                 key to overcoming prejudice  
         Primary Goals 

                          To define who you are  

                              To understand your place in the world

                              To understand stereotypes/issues related to equality   

                              To consider standing up for what is right and how to go about it  

                              To consider how you can best make a difference

         Anchor Texts 
                     Selected Informational Texts 
                         Narrative Text 
                              To Kill a Mockingbird by Nelle Harper Lee

          Linking Texts/Media (to be determined)
                              “The Death of Emmitt Till” (song)

                              “The Hidden Songs of a Secret Soul” by Bob Greene (article)
                               To Kill a Mockingbird (movie), Gregory Peck, 1962, Universal 2:10

                                   (includes “Song of the Mockingbird”—the making of the movie)

           Writing Focus
                             Critical Analysis (author’s development of suspense in the courtroom 

                                    scene)                            

           Grammar/Usage/Mechanics

· Parallel Structure

· Continued use/application of various phrases/clauses in order to improve sentence complexity

· Punctuation 

                       Commas

                       Semicolons

                       Colons

                       Hyphens

                       Dashes

                       Parentheses

                       Quotation Marks

                       Italics

EVALUATION:

     Your grade in English will be determined by your performance on daily assignments, 

     quizzes, tests, and projects.  Your grade will include the following categories, but you     

     will be graded on a total points basis:
    Daily Assignments – Includes homework and minor assignments               80% 

    Quizzes – Includes all short quizzes                                                             

    Major Assignments – Includes projects, unit tests, research paper,

                                            etc.                                                                         

    Final Exam – Comprehensive from the trimester                                  -      20%









                  100%

     You will be expected to keep an organized notebook, taking effective notes when appropriate throughout the semester.  Active participation is expected.   The following grading scale will be used for letter grades:
93-100     A

90-92     A-

87-89     B+

83-86     B

80-82     B-

77-79     C+

73-76     C

70-72     C-

67-69     D+

63-66     D

60-62     D-

59-Below      E

