English 10A Course Syllabus (2016-2017)

Class:  English 10A

Length of Course:  Trimester (66-minute periods, meets daily)

Textbook:  Elements of Literature:  Fifth Course—Essentials of American Literature 

                          (Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, Inc. 2007)

10th Grade Disposition:  Critical Response and Stance

10th Grade Focus:  American Literature

10th Grade Essential Questions:
· What is the importance of individuality?

· How can people use their power to make a difference in their lives and the lives of others?

· What are the risks and rewards of using the power of the individual?

Unit 10.1 American Post-World War II Drama

     Big Ideas

          Powers of the individual; individual vs. government or religious authority;    

          individual members of a community; willingness to make sacrifices for the truth; 
         dealing with powerful accusers; Puritanism; resentment; hysteria; hypocrisy

     Anchor Text (Drama)

          The Crucible – A drama by Arthur Miller

     Linking Texts 

          “The Dying Girl That No One Helped” – Article by Loudon Wainright

          “Why I Wrote the Crucible” – Essay by Arthur Miller

          “The Devil and Tom Walker” – Short Story by Nathaniel Hawthorne
          “The Pit and the Pendulum” – Short Story by Edgar Allan Poe

          “The Road Not Taken” – Poem by Robert Frost
          “The Power of One” - Media

      Evaluation
             Students will have a quiz over each of the four Acts of the drama—there will not               

         be a Final Test over the play!  Be prepared for a short quiz over the short stories or 

         other selections that we cover!

      Major Writings

           Reaction paper over “Dying Girl”

             Crucible Persuasive Essay 
Unit 10.2 Contemporary Realistic Fiction, Novel

     Big Ideas

          Integrity; discovering truth; courage; freedom; nobility; satire/adventure in the 
          mid-1800s; democratic theories of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; forces 
          of change

     Anchor Text (Narrative Novel)      

          The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

     Linking Texts 

          “Is Huck Finn a Racist Book?” by Peter Salwen

           Commentaries – Twain and Huck Finn:  Two Commentaries
         “The Celebrated Jumping of Calaveras County” 

           Other
      Major Writings  
          Huck Finn Argumentative Essay
Grammar Skills:

     Review of Phrases

          Prepositional

          Appositive

          Participial

          Gerund

          Infinitive

     Review of Clauses

          Adjective

          Adverb

          Noun

     Subject/Verb Agreement in Sentences

     Pronoun/Antecedent Agreement

     Subjective/Objective Case Pronouns
     Sentence Structure/Fluency

EVALUATION:

     Your grade in English 10A will be determined by your performance on daily assignments, 

     quizzes, tests, and projects.  Your grade will be based on the following weighted system:

     Total Points – Daily Assignments, Quizzes, Tests, Projects                         80%

     Final Exam – Comprehensive from the trimester                                  -      20%









                   100%

     You will be expected to keep an organized notebook, taking effective notes when appropriate throughout the semester.  Active participation is expected.   The following grading scale will be used for letter grades:
93-100     A

90-92     A-

87-89     B+

83-86     B

80-82     B-

77-79     C+

73-76     C

70-72     C-

67-69     D+

63-66     D

60-62     D-

59-Below      E
     I have read Mr. Rupp’s 10A classroom guidelines and syllabus, understanding what is expected of me for both behavior and for success as a student in his classroom.  I agree to accept responsibility for my personal actions and effort as they relate to these standards.

Student Signature _____________________________           Date ______________

     I/We have read through the 10A classroom guidelines and understand what is expected of my son/daughter in regard to standards for behavior and homework expectations for Mr. Rupp’s class.

Parent Signature ______________________________           Date ______________         

